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STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND

This Statement of Common Ground has been prepared and agreed by (1) Highways
England Company Limited and (2) Nurton Developments (Hilton) Limited.

Signed:
Andrew Kelly
Project Manager
on behalf of Highways England
Date: [DATE]

Signed;

Rupert Young
Development Director
on Nurton Developments (Hilton) Limited
Date: 31st March 2021
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1 Introduction
1.1 Purpose of this document
1.1.1 This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared in respect of an

application for a Development Consent Order (‘the Application’) under section 37
of the Planning Act 2008 (‘PA 2008’) for the proposed M54 to M6 Link Road (‘the
Scheme’) made by Highways England Company Limited (‘Highways England’) to
the Secretary of State for Transport (‘Secretary of State’).

1.1.2 This SoCG does not seek to replicate information which is available elsewhere
within the Application documents. All documents are available on the Planning
Inspectorate website.

1.1.3 This SoCG has been produced to confirm to the Examining Authority where
agreement has been reached between the parties to it, and where agreement has
not (yet) been reached. SoCGs are an established means in the planning process
of allowing all parties to identify and so focus on specific issues that may need to
be addressed during the examination.

1.2 Parties to this Statement of Common Ground
1.2.1 This SoCG has been prepared by (1) Highways England as the Applicant and (2)

Nurton Developments (Hilton) Limited (Nurton). Highways England became the
Government-owned Strategic Highways Company on 1 April 2015. It is the highway
authority in England for the strategic road network and has the necessary powers
and duties to operate, manage, maintain and enhance the network. Regulatory
powers remain with the Secretary of State. The legislation establishing Highways
England made provision for all legal rights and obligations of the Highways Agency,
including in respect of the Application, to be conferred upon or assumed by
Highways England.

1.2.2 Nurton is promoting a large site for potential employment allocation through the
Local Plan Review process, which includes a significant area within the Order limits
of the Scheme; see paragraphs 7.6.11-7.6.15 of the Case for the Scheme [APP-
220/7.5] for further details.  The land to be acquired for the Scheme bisects the
land being promoted through the local plan process by Nurton.

1.2.3 Nurton has a category 2 interest over plots 5/6, 5/7, 5/8, 5/10, 5/11a – j, 5/12, 5/13,
5/14, 5/15, 5/18, 5/22, 5/23, 6/4, 6/5, 6/6, 6/9. The plots that Nurton has an interest
over were confirmed by Highways England through a review of a redacted option
agreement requested by Highways England on 16th October 2020 and provided to
Highways England on 28 October 2020. Nurton had previously confirmed the area
being promoted by Nurton to Highways England, including at a meeting in
December 2019. A copy of the area was appended to Nurton’s formal
representations submitted to Highways England. The Book of Reference (version
P07) [REP3-022] submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 24 November 2020
provides an update based on Highway’s England’s review of the option agreement.

1.2.4 The plan in Appendix A shows the area that Nurton has a category 2 interest over
(shown in orange) as recorded in the Book of Reference version P07 [REP3-
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022/4.3].  This plan also shows the area being promoted through the Local Plan
review process (dashed blue line), which includes areas to the east and west of the
Order limits.

1.3 Terminology
1.3.1 In the tables in the Issues chapter of this SoCG, ‘Not Agreed’ indicates a final

position.  ‘Under discussion’ indicates points that will be the subject of ongoing
discussion wherever possible to resolve, or refine, the extent of disagreement
between the parties. ‘Agreed’ indicates where the issue has been resolved.

1.3.2 It can be taken that any matters not specifically referred to in the Issues chapter of
this SoCG are not of material interest or relevance to Nurton and therefore have
not been the subject of any discussions between the parties. As such, those
matters can be read as agreed, only to the extent that they are either not of material
interest or relevance to Nurton.
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Appendix A Plan showing area of Nurton’s interest according to Book
of Reference Version P07 [REP3-023/4.3] and area being promoted
through the Local Plan
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Appendix C: Meeting minutes from meeting between Highways England
and Nurton Developments on 2 December 2019
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Appendix D: Letter from Highways England to Nurton Developments on 20
February 2020












